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We  in  America  enjoy  a  very  high  standard  of  living  despite  our  relatively  short  235  year  history.    
It’s  amazing  to  think  that  in  just  this  time,  our  nation  has  gone  from  a  vast  unexplored  and  undeveloped  
territory  to  a  place  what  President  Reagan  called  –  “a  shining  city  upon  a  hill  whose  beacon  light  guides  
freedom-­loving  people  everywhere.”    

The  catalyst  that  helped  grow  the  United  States  into  
one  of  the  most  prosperous  nations  in  such  a  short  
time  was  the  belief  in  and  application  of  free  enterprise.  
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Free  enterprise  is  simply  an  economic  system  in  which  private  business  operates  in  competition  and  is  largely  
free  of  undue  government  regulation.  In  this  system,  a  voluntary  exchange  of  goods  and  services  takes  
place  where  the  supplier  and  consumer  both  benefit  from  said  exchange.  It  is  only  under  these  conditions  
that  America  will  reach  her  full  potential.

Only  a  free  enterprise  economy  provides  people  with  
the  opportunity  to  achieve  financial  success  in  
meeting  the  needs  of  others.  However,  for  
free  enterprise  to  work,  these  transactions  
must  be  free  of  government  intervention.     
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The  role  of  the  government  is  to  create  an  environment  where  individuals  and  organizations  can  
create  prosperity  by  meeting  the  needs  of  others.  The  Founding  Fathers  asserted  that  the  
rights  to  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness  are  given  to  us  by  our  Creator  and  
not  by  our  government.    

Governments  exist  primarily  to  protect  those  rights  
against  abuse  by  others.  Only  in  a  country  where  
the  government  protects  the  personal  and  property  
rights  of  its  citizens  can  free  enterprise  
succeed  and  flourish.     
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Our  own  history  has  shown  that  government  intervention  in  the  economy,  usually  on  the  behalf  of  
a  politically  powerful  group,  results  in  misery,  rather  than  prosperity,  for  most  Americans.  
During  the  1930’s,  misguided  government  programs  thwarted  economic  recovery  by  
forcing  high  wages  and  high  taxes  on  businesses  struggling  to  survive.  

The  result  was  widespread  unemployment  for  
the  entire  decade.  We  need  your  help  to  
prevent  another  decade  of  misery  created  
by  misguided  government  disruption  of  the  
free  enterprise  system.    
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The  Free  Enterprise  Alliance  has  launched  a  new  website  to  educate  Americans  on  how  free  enterprise  and  
limited  government  are  responsible  for  their  jobs  and  their  prosperity.    It  demonstrates  through  articles,  
books  and  videos  that  the  opportunity  for  personal  prosperity  is  only  achievable  in  an  economy  based  
on  free  markets  where  government  intrusion  is  limited  and  individual  liberty  and  open  competition  prevail.

We  must  all  do  our  part  to  make  sure  our  families,  
friends,  co-­workers  and  neighbors  know  that  
protecting  our  free  enterprise  system  means  
more  jobs,  more  income  and  more  wealth  for  
every  hardworking  American.  
     


